Connections

(by Larry McCrary)

Five years ago we moved into a relatively new apartment building (edificio). The back side of our piso (apartment) overlooked the garden area. We moved there in the winter and there were not many people out in the garden area. We would every so often see someone in an elevator or in the garage but we did not see many people outside. And then came spring in Spain. As soon as it got warm outside the people started coming out and they were outside a lot and there were a lot of people, especially kids and mothers and nannies.

We started to pray about how we could connect with these people we did not know. We had always been in a situation where we could speak to our neighbors in English but to doing so on foreign soil and in a different language was a bit of a challenge.  We continued to pray and ask God how we could do it. We also studied the language quite a bit also.

We recognized that we had two very competent helpers with our two kids. Plus, most everyone wanted to talk with those Americans. So we sent the kids outside. Smile. Well we did but we also went with them. We have always wanted our kids to play one sport and to play one instrument so we started looking for where our kids could play and sure enough there was a public recreation center nearby and we signed our kids up for Tennis and Futbol (soccer). We also found a violin school for our daughter and a piano school for our son and thus our life was complete. We would have done this any where we would have lived but as we began to think about it we realized this could be very strategic if we were intentional. If we involved our kids in places where our people group gathered then our thinking was that we would be able to connect also with the parents.

We did this also for their school. While we could have taught them to walk themselves to school one of us always walked with them to take them and pick them up and we were able to meet parents that way as well.

My wife and I started thinking about how we could connect and we both signed up for some recreational type classes or joined a fitness club. The point is that we always tried to be intentional with our relationships. Not every place was a win for us but some were and God gave us some big time opportunities over the years there.

Let me tell you about one of them in particular. We have to go back to our apartment building for this one. Do you remember the kids playing in the garden or play area? As Spring sprung we began to see more and more parents and we were meeting a few of them. We realized as we talked to as many as we could with the Spanish that we had that there was one BIG thing that they wanted: English. But we had a problem. No one knew us. No one really trusted us at that time. Our kids made a few friends and we happened to connect (it was not by chance but a God thing) with another couple who became our connectors. We had there kids up to our house one day and we let them try Kool – Aid and they loved it. We tested this out on a few others and they also loved it and thus our idea was born.

Let’s have a kool aid tasting party in the garden. We made lots of different types of kool –aids. We had a church send us lots of packets. We made invitations and posted them on the doors where people could see. We had the party outside on a warm day and the people actually came to the party and we became popular for our kool – aid. All of a sudden the parents started opening up to us and we got invited to houses for late night dinners and we were invited to some parties and over time we became friends with a lot of these adults and they confirmed their desire to see their children learn English.

Then another break - One family asked if we knew anyone who would come and live with them for the summer to teach and talk with their children in English. We were able to find a college girl who was a believer to come and live with this family. The next year my wife started ESL classes and then came ESL camps and then came more invitations to bring other Christian students into the neighborhood and live with the families. 

Our prayer has always been for us to connect with these people in our people group segment so that we can be salt and light to them and that we would have opportunities to share Christ with them. As the years rolled on we have had those opportunities. We have seen some of these people become interested in spiritual things and we have been able to share with them not only our lives but the gospel message as well.

As I look back I know we could have done things differently and perhaps been bolder sooner in our witness but at the same time I wonder that in this culture you are not better off taking you time and being real sensitive to the Spirit’s leading. We have learned that prayer is the work as EM Bounds says. We have learned that we have to take risks in meeting people. Rarely have people come to us we have almost always had to start the conversation or friendship. We have learned that we must be intentional and strategic in where we go, what we do and who we meet. Our prayer is to see the Gospel proclaimed and see God transform the community.

